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Michel Portal, the Master of French Jazz:  La Fontaine, Racine, 
Molière, and Boileau, used to gather at night to play cards. During these 
reunions circulated the wave of their youth and creativity ; their 
conversations and spiritual exchanges worked the same as in a jazz quartet , 
improvising  on all themes, responding  to each other, playing  rhythms with 
the words and the sentences they tried to grab from one another. Realising 
the parallelism between their chats and music dialogues, Daniel Vigne 
decided to entrust the undisputed master of French jazz , Michel Portal , with 
the conception of the soundtrack. Portal’s jazz is vehement , lyrical , 
inventive , interrogative , and fun ; it constantly calls into question human, 
and structures. 
 
With Jean de la Fontaine, Michel Portal  is at his second collaboration with 
Daniel Vigne , after Martin Guerre (1983), awarded with a Cesar for Best film 
music. In Jean de la Fontaine, Michel Portal’s music underlines emotions and 
vibrations, and becomes a complementary  scenario  for the film. 
 
As a sign of his success, Michel Portal’s career is full of awards: 
- 1990 & 1995: Awarded twice with a Sept d’Or for Best TV Soundtrack; 
- November 2005: Honorary award for his career at Charles Cros 

Academy; 
- February 2006: Honorary award at Victoires de la Musique Classique 
- 2005/2006: Awarded with Grand Prix de la Critique by Professional 

Union for Theatre, Music, and Danse Critic 
 
Michel Portal is currently touring in France, and supported by critics and the 
public’s enthusiasm, he is planning an international tour. 
 
 
A Realistic Interpretation:  Paris is agitated on this September 5th, 1661: 
Fouquet, the King’s powerful counsellor, is arrested under Colbert’s (Philippe 
Torreton) order. Young Louis XIV becomes the only master on board. While 
all the artists rush to the monarch’s service, a man rises to claim his support 
to the deposed superintendent: Jean de la Fontaine (Lorant Deutsch), the 
poet. Colbert swears that he will make the rebel give in, as he dares claim to 
be the only artist whose art is above the King. Since then, La Fontaine, even 
living miserably, will not give up his convictions. Penniless, he resists, plays, 
observes; he writes the Fables – murdering lampoons against a declining 
despotic system. 
 
The casting of Daniel Vigne’s new film is talented: Lorant Deutsch, Philippe 
Torreton, Sara Forestier, Jean-Claude Dreyfus… 

 

 
 
Track Listing :  
1. Opening Title (3’42) 
2. Chateauneuf (2’02) 
3. Writing (1’44) 
4. Round (3’04) 
5. Brigands (2’33) 
6. On the Fringe (2’35) 
7. Aria - Admira una dulzura (4’13) 
8. Masked Ball (4’00) 
9. Hare (2’14) 
10. Loneliness (0’50) 
11. Courtesan (1’54) 
12. Prestigium Vocalis (1’04) 
13. End Title (3’41) 
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Product in SLC under “Jean de la Fontaine”  
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